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Culture = an integrated system of learned behavior patterns that are characteristic
of the members of any given society. Culture refers to the total way of life of
particular groups of people. It includes everything that a group of people thinks, says,
does, and makes - its customs, language, material artifacts and shared systems of
attitutes and feelings. Culture 1s learned and transmitted from generation to
generation(Kohls 1979: 17).
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“From the standpoint of building methods and materials, the
traditional rural dwelling in the Hebron hills, as in other areas of
the country that have not, until recently, been deeply affected by
industrial  technology, 1s the continuation of an ancient
tradition” (Hirschfeld 1995:17).
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Abstract

The Korean Bible Society has asked the writer to expound on this
theme: “What light does archaeological research (in the Middle East) shed
on the study of Biblical texts, and how can one utilize it (archaeological
research) in translating Biblical texts into a target language (more
specifically, the Korean language)?”

The writer’'s basic assumption 1s that archaeology and its cognate
sciences are not the final word on the meaning and translation of the text.
Rather, they first of all play a supplementary role in linguistic and textual
studies and in the illumination of the text. The translator of Biblical texts
can always benefit from using such archaeological studies to the extent
that they enable him/her to understand the text better and/or to examine
linguistically ambiguous words, phrases, or expressions In an appropriate
cultural context in order to verify the validity of the translation.

Two examples are given in order to illustrate the proposed process of
using cultural elements or contexts can be understood through
archaeological research, including geographical observations. The first text
1s from First Samuel 14:4-14. The second text is from Luke 2:4-7. The
result 1s that a correct translation can be ensured first through textual and
linguistic study and second by verification of archaeological, cultural, and
historical data. (SeJin Koh. Associate professor of Near FEastern
Archaeology, Jerusalem University College, Jerusalem, Israel)





