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<Abstract>
The Character and Practical Use of the Korean Dictionary

Dong-Un Kim
(Kangnam University)

The goal of this paper is to demonstrate to the non-specialist the
practical use of the Korean dictionary. If we don’t know a Korean
word, it is appropriate to look it up in a Korean dictionary. But this
can turn out to be of little use. In the case that someone habitually
turns to the dictionary, s/he is likely to  misunderstand the true
meaning of what are often exclusively Korean words, thus becoming
enslaved to misleading dictionary definitions. Because such problems
originate 1in insufficient understanding of the role of the Korean
dictionary, we have attempted to describe the particular character of
that type of book.

A Korean dictionary i1s a text that provides concise information
about spelling, pronunciation, etymology, grammar, meaning, examples
and related words of Korean lexical entries. This information is
standard to some degree, because the linguistic information provided
by the Korean dictionary is based on the socialized, common linguistic
competence of Korean community.

Language is created, grows and becomes extinct, endlessly. A word
takes on a new meaning and usage, or the existing meaning and
usage of a word is lost in the process of language growth. Also, new
words are created, and forms and pronunciations of words are
changed. It is very difficult for a dictionary to reflect these changes at
the proper time. A lexicographers make all possible efforts to reflect
these changes, one step behind the realities of the language. Therefore,
the information in a dictionary is not itself the language reality.
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