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<Abstract>

A Study on the Terms of Address in Korean Bible Translations

Hae-Young Jeon
(Ewha Womens University)

This paper briefly reviews the system of terms of address in the
Korean language, and compares various examples of their usage in the
Korean Revised Version (1961) and the New Korean Standard
Version (1993) in order to identify points to consider when translating
the proper forms of address of the Bible into Korean.

The differences found in these translations can be explained by the
different translation principles adopted for each translation project, but
they can also be viewed as a problem deriving from the extreme
complexity of the forms of the address system itself, because it is not
an easy task to reflect such complex terms of address in Bible
translation. According to the Korean system, the forms of address are
translated in consideration of Korean morphological characteristics. In
the case of pronouns, the literal translation of them from the original
texts does not fit the ways they are used in the Korean language.
Moreover, such translation leads to difficult theological problems that
cannot be determined in advance.

On the whole, when the translations of terms of address are
compared between the KRV and the NKSV, the forms of address in
the NKSV are not only more diverse morphologically but also are
more adequately translated according to Korean language usage than
the KRV. The pronouns of the original text have been either
translated into titles or adjusted per different levels of address forms
in the NKSV. From the viewpoint of a Korean linguist, it would be
crucial to translate the original texts into proper Korean as long as
this does not misinterpret their meanings. In this regard, translations
of forms of address should also be in line with Korean grammar and
should make the most of the refined phraseology of the Korean
language.
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