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<Abstract>

Book Review:
The Living Text of the Gospels by David C. Parker

Dong-Soo Kim

This book concerns the task of New Testament textual criticism
particularly regarding the four Gospels. David C. Parker challenges the
traditional idea that the primary task of New Testament textual criticism
consists in the reconstruction of the original text. There existed, he claims,
no such thing as the original texts of the Gospels. During the first three
centuries, the texts of the Gospels developed freely and influenced one
another. The texts of the Gospels were not fixed but in the making in that
period. This conviction leads him to conclude that the task of textual
criticism concerning the four Gospels lies in the understanding of each
manuscript rather than in correcting the manuscript in order to reconstruct
the original text. This article challenges Parker’s thesis that the primary
task of New Testament textual criticism does not consist in the
reconstruction of the original text. I agree with him that one of the
purposes of textual criticism is to recognize each manuscript in its own
right and to understand how it has been formed. However, this is not the
primary but the secondary purpose of textual criticism. He is probably
confusing the secondary with the primary task. Although I am not
convinced by Parker’s thesis, I think that Parker’s question is still valid.
He leads us to rethink the important theme of the task of textual criticism,

which has often been considered axiomatic.
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