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LXX avd v amédovto apyvplov dikalov kol mévnta
€veker LTOSNUATWY

NRSV Because they sell the righteous for silver and the needy for a pair of
sandals

NJPS Because they have sold for silver, Those whose cause was just, And the
needy for a pair of sandals.

TEV They sell into slavery honest people who cannot pay their debts,

the poor who cannot repay even the price of a pair of sandals.
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3) R. B. Coote, Amos among the Prophets (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1981), 36.

4) M. A. Chaney, “Bitter Bounty: The Dynamics of Political Economy Critiqued by the Eighth-
Century Prophets,” Robert L. Stivers, ed., Reformed Faith and Economics (Lanham, MD: University
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LXX kol viog kel matnp «0tod eloemopedorto mpog Thy adthy

modlokny 0mwe PePnivdiowoly 10 Svopn Tod Beod adTdY
NRSV father and so go in to the same girl, so that my holy name is profaned
TNK  Father and son go to the same gitl, and thereby profane My holy name
TEV A man and his father have intercourse with the same slave woman, and so

profane my holy name.
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NRSV and you shall be flung into Harmon
TNK and flung into the refuse heap
TEV You will be dragged to the nearest break in the wall and thrown out
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21) F. Delitzsch, Die Lese- und Schreibfehler im Alten Tesament (Leipzig: Walter de Gruyter, 1920),
104.

22) Emanuel Tov, Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992), 237-240.

23) Delitsch., Lese und Schriebfehler, 109-111.

24) Tov, Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible, 240-243.

25) Brown, Francis, Driver, S. R. and Briggs, Charles A. A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old
Testament (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1952), 199.
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NRSV saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and
the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale?

TNK When will the new mon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale

TEV ~ We can hardly wait for the holy days te be over so that we can sell our



grain. When will the Sabbath end, so that we can start selling again?
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S XL o] Fof A8 oju| & Rofst= &0 A i 7HA dujsts =

26) HPEE 7|44, 7R 719, A 719, ) o] 2~k 7€ Fol AT FAL, R. de Vaux,
Ancient Israel: Its Life and Institutions, John McHugh, trans. (New York: MaGrow-Hill Book
Company, Inc., 1961), 475-479.

27) de Vaux, Ancient Israel: Its Life and Institutions, 482.

28) 53], AT Al A oA LE T “QAA SU2 AN Ul BE IS AT oy Al L&
K| st o 59ke] QEAARIS - obf Y& 3R] TE(F 20:9-10); “H & S &<kl Ul
A& 3t Al Aoll= HE(E 23:12); “U & SA] B L3l Al Aoll= @AY T Z o
U AE doll = EX w7 (34:21).
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29) H. 1. Kraus, Worship in Israel: A Cultic History of the Old Testament, G. Buswell, trans.
(Richmond, Virginia: John Knox Press, 1966), 80.

30) Kraus, Worship in Israel, 80.

31) H. W. Wolff, Joel and Amos (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1977), 326.

32) R. Albertz, A History of Israelite Religion in the Old Testament Period, Vol. 1I: From the Exile to
the Maccabees (Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press, 1994), 408; Wolf, Joel and
Amos, 327.
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<Abstract>
A New Translation of the Ambiguous Passages
in the Book of Amos

Prof. Taek-Joo Woo
(Korea Baptist Theological University)

The purpose of this study is to employ social scientific criticism to help in the
understanding of ancient biblical texts that are too ambiguous to understand. A
merit of this method in translating biblical passages is that it frees us from
theological or dogmatic pre-understanding, which restricts our interpretative
horizon, by recognizing the text as a social product. Ambiguous passages to be
considered are Amos 2:6b, 2:7c, 4:3b, and 8:5. Among them, a new reading of
Amos 4:4b results mainly from textual criticism, defined as the reconstruction of the
history of textual transmission.

The new translations are as follows. English translations are taken from NRSV.

(1) Amos 2:6b(//8:6a)

Because they sell the righteous for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals ->
Because they sell the righteous for the exchange of money and the needy for the
exchange of harvest in contract for a pair of shoes

(2) Amos 2:7c

father and son go in to the same girl, so that my holy name is profaned -> they
bring a man and his father into foreclosure, so that my holy name is profaned

(3) Amos 4:3b

and you shall be flung into Harmon

-> and you shall be flung into the refuse heap

(4) Amos 8:5

When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so
that we may offer wheat for sale? -> When will the new moon eccur so that we

may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale?





