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<Abstract>

An Epistemological Study on the Korean Bible
Society's New Translation Color Illustrated Bible:
From Understanding the Word to Experiencing the Images

Prof. Young-lae Kim
(Methodist Theological Seminary)

Illustrations in the Bible take various forms, from fine art to caricature. The use of
illustrations is primarily to increase the degree of understanding of the text by
providing visual images. Images provide not only references for the contents but
also experiences of the aesthetic aspects of the stories for Bible readers. In history,
the visual matter in such illuminated manuscript Bibles has generally consisted of
three kinds: illuminated initial letters, particularly the first word of a book, often
merely formal but sometimes representing more or less relevant scenes; decorative
borders with flowers, scrolls or beasts, usually not closely related to the texts; and
miniature pictures representing scenes in the text. The illustrations shown in New
Korean Revised Version with Color Illustrations produced by Korean Bible Society
(2004) have creatively modified the drawings of Annie Vallotton. Her simple
illustrations for this version originally appeared in the Good News Bible. She
provides 551 line drawings of figures dancing, praying, fighting and raising the
dead. They depict not only the scripture, but the publisher’s philosophy that the
Bible should be accessible and enjoyable. This new version of the Bible opens up
wide the possibility for readers’ grasp of the whole meaning of the Bible.

The purpose of this study is to explore the New Korean Revised Version with
Color Illustrations from an epistemological perspective: from understanding the
word to experiencing the images. It will present a brief historical sketch of the
illustrated Bible for discussion, and will study the unique illustrations of Annie
Vallotton in terms of her distinctive style. The relationship between media and
cognizance will be considered, in order to discover the process of change from
words to images and from understanding to experience. The study will conclude
with an evaluation of the New Korean Revised Version with Color Illustrations and

suggestions for biblical scholars and producers of Bibles.
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