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<Abstract>

An Analysis on the Reference System of the New Korean Revised

Version with Special Reference to Psalm 2

Prof. Jung-Woo Kim
(Chongshin University)

The aim of the present paper is to evaluate the strength and weakness of the
Reference System in the New Korean Revised Version. The present references and
its system go back to the original version published in 1912 and have gone through
modifications in the following revision processes. The base text of the original
references of the New Korean Revised Version was taken from the Revised Version
of 1889 with Full References which was published by Oxford University in 1889.

In order to attain an objective evaluation of relevancies of references found in the
New Korean Revised Version, the writer made comparisons with several
contemporary versions such as Bible Society’s Chain Reference Bible. Good News
Edition (1985), The NRSV. Harper Study Bible (1991), The HarperCollins Study
Bible. NRSV (1993), New Geneva Study Bible. New King James Version (1995), The
NIV Study Bible (1995), and The Learning Bible. Contemporary English Version
(2000).

As for the strength of the reference system in general and references found in
Psalm 2 in particular, the writer made several observations as follows:

(1) The four major constituent parts of the reference, such as “citation,
comparison, see, and general” are very helpful compared with references of other
Bibles.

(2) The reference system is found to be very strong and helpful in making
connections between the OT and the NT . For example, the reference of the New
Korean Revised Version suggest readers to compare the phrase “you are my son” in
Psa 2:7 to Mat 3:17 and Mat 17:5.

(3) The overall references seem very reliable and useful, and even excellent in
some occasions. For example, it suggests readers to interpret ‘to set’ (nasak) in Psa
2:6 with reference to Pro 8:23.

However, there are some weaknesses, such as (1) errors, (2) loosing accuracy, (3)



missing the Old Testament context, (4) failing to reflect the parallel word pair, (5)
demarcating phrases unnecessarily, and (6) omitting references.

In conclusion, the overall references in the New Korean Revised Version can be
evaluated as the quaint essential fruits of the 19" century biblical scholarship of
England, being very reliable, useful and sometimes excellent. However, it needs an
overall revision to incorporate the scholarly findings by the 20™ century biblical
scholarship.
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