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<Abstract>

Influences of Chinese and Japanese Versions on Early
Korean Bible Translations

Dr. Young-Jin Min & Moo-Yong Jeon

As indicated in the title, this paper deals with the influences of the Chinese Bible
translation on early Korean Bible translation work, and the influences of the
Japanese Bible translation on its revision process. Early Bible translations into the
Korean language were carried out in China on the one hand and in Japan on the
other, and then brought into Korea. These translations are unique in the sense that
they have not been translated by officially organized committees but by individuals
as private translations. These early private translations show that the individual
translators have deeply contemplated upon selecting appropriate words to
correspond with special terms of the OT and the NT, such as theos/elohim (God),
pneuma/ruah (spirit), baptisma (baptism), pesah (passover) and others.

Various attempts were made to assign a Korean word for God and this paper
deals with how a Korean word of “Han{inim/Hananim” was appropriated to refer to
God. Recent studies reveal that revisors of the Korean Bible (1911) have referred to
Japanese Bible translations for the revision work they carried out from 1912 to
1937, and the extent of influence from the Japanese Bible translations were clarified

in this paper.
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