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<Abstract>

The TLA (Contemporary Spanish Version/The Bible in Simple
Spanish): The Scriptures Without Unnecessary Mediators

Dr. Edesio Sanchez

(United Bible Societies America Area Translation Consultant)

The very diversity of literary genres, languages and dialects, of styles peculiar to
each biblical author, of traditions, theologies, etc., is convincing confirmation that
our one God affirms unity in the midst of diversity. Accordingly, an extremely
valuable lesson found in the Bible is that the very diversity that shapes it serves as a
powerful argument to affirm that Bible translation cannot be a translation tied to any
source language even if they are the so-called “original languages” (Biblical
languages). A faithful translation is a translation that takes all that diversity and
makes the best use of it to communicate the message of the Bible in the most natural
way of the receptor’s language.

A true and faithful translation of the Bible is one that successfully omits all
unnecessary mediation between the people who receive it and God, the original
source of this Word. For this reason, a superior translation will not bind the recipient
to the text’s original form, nor to an ancient version of centuries past, nor to the
version ‘authorized’ by a certain denomination’s doctrine or confession. The
recipient should have free access to the divine message; he or she should possess it,

savor it, and love it. After all,

[M]ission as translation makes the bold, fundamental assertion that the
recipient culture is the authentic destination of God’s salvific promise and, as
a consequence, has an honored place under “the kindness of God”, with the

attendant safeguards against cultural absolutism.2)

The UBS motto states “God’s Word, in a language people understand, at a price
they can pay and in the most adequate format.” Indeed, the principal reason for the

2) Lamin Sanneh, Translating the Message. The Missionary Impact on Culture (Maryknoll, N.Y.:
Orbis Books, 1989), 31.
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existence of our organization is to spread God’s Word to all people in their native
tongue. This is so that each man and woman, child, young person, peasant, laborer,
student, etc., has the opportunity to approach the Scriptures and therefore God,
without having to navigate through the mediation of second languages and foreign
world-views and theologies injected from the outside. Every time the Word of God
is translated into a new indigenous language, we are honoring the spirit of God’s
saving plan (see Joe 2:28-29).

If our indigenous Latin American brothers and sisters, if our children and young
people are going to be the authors of their own liberation, then we must do all that is

necessary to ensure that God’s Word is delivered directly to them.
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