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KIV

And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is
life because of righteousness

RSV

But if Christ is in you, although your bodies are dead because of sin, your
spirits are alive because of righteousness

NRSV

But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit

is life because of righteousness.

NIV

But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is
alive because of righteousness
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And if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the
spirit is alive because of righteousness

NEB

But if Christ is dwelling within you, then although the body is a dead

thing because you sinned, yet the spirit is life itself because you have been

justified

CSB

But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the spirit
is alive because of righteousness
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<Abstract>
Translation and Interpretation of Romans 8:10
Based on the Pauline Theology

Prof. Kwang Soo Kim
(Korea Baptist Theological University/Seminary)

In most of the Korea translations of Romans 8:10 the Greek words soma and
pneuma are translated to contrast the physical body and the spiritual portion of the
human existence. Such dichotomy of the human existence is reflected in some of
English translations: “But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet
your spirit is alive because of righteousness” (NIV). In some translaltions such as
KJV and NRSV they are translated to reflect both the limitation of Christians as a
somatic existence and the eschatological activity of the Holy Spirit: “But if Christ
is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.” The purpose of this paper is to show that in what senses the former
translation is to deliver the meaning that Paul had intended.

In the anthropological thoughts of Paul soma is the most comprehensive concept
to indicate the undivided character of human existence as the whole person. The
word soma is used to describe the real self of human beings, so that we can say not
that a human being has a soma but that he/she is a soma. The word pneuma is used
to express the existence and activity of God. Paul especially had called Jesus Christ
who had come to the world to realize the eschatological salvation of God as the
existence of Spirit: Spirit of holiness, Spirit of life, and the life-giving Spirit. Paul
also used the word pneuma to indicate the inner factor of the human existence.

The central meaning of the first clause of Romans 8:10 is that Christ dwells in
those who have the Spirit of Christ. It indicates the close relationship between the
Christ and the Spirit in the saving act of God. The translation of the second clause
is dependent on the understanding of odpa and vekp6v. The best option is that it
does not describe the individualized physical body but the Christian existence
which is, though in the Spirit, still to encounter the power of death. The translation
of third clause is dependent on the understanding of mvedpa and (w. That Tvedue
indicates the Holy Spirit is well explained based on the context. The Spirit is life
and the source of the life-giving act of God because of the righteousness which has

been represented in the death and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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