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Geneva Bible 1599

..and will giue him a white stone, and in the stone a newe name

written, which no man knoweth sauing he that receiueth it.

King James Version 1611/1769

...and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written,

which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

The Darby Bible 1884/1890

...and T will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name

written, which no one knows but he that receives it.
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American Standard Version 1901
..and I will give him a white stone, and upon the stone a new name

written, which no one knoweth but he that receiveth it.

Bible in Basic English 1949/64
...and I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name, of

which no one has knowledge but he to whom it is given.

Revised Standard Version 1952
...and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the

stone which no one knows except him who receives it.

New American Standard Bible 1977
...and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the

stone which no one knows but he who receives it.

New International Version 1984
...and I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it,

known only to him who receives it.

New Jerusalem Bible
...and a white stone, with a new name written on it, known only to the

person who receives it.

New Living Translation
And I will give to each one a white stone, and on the stone will be

engraved a new name that no one knows except the one who receives it.

New Revised Standard Version 1989
..and I will give a white stone, and on the white stone is written a new

name that no one knows except the one who receives it.

Revised English Bible 1989
...I will also give him a white stone, and on it will be written a new

name, known only to him who receives it.

Today's English Version-Good News Bible 1994

I will also give each of them a white stone on which is written a new
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name that no one knows except the one who receives it.

Revised Webster Bible Update 1995
...and will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written,

which no man knoweth except he that receiveth it.

Contemporary English Version 1999
I will also give each one a a white stone with a new name written on

it. No one will know that name except the one who is given the stone.

English Standard Version 2001
...and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the
stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.
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<Abstract>
Lost in Translation
—Rev 2:12-17: A Case Study for Idioms in Translation—

Dr. Thomas Kaut
(UBS Europe and the Middle East Area Translation Consultant)

Idioms such as «red herring» (a false and misleading clue), «white elephant»
(a useless huge burden), or «black leg» (a person working, while fellow
labourers are on strike) pose a particular problem to translation and can hardly
be tackled by a lexicographical word-for-word translation strategy. Idioms are of
particular difficulty, where ancient books, e.g. the Bible, are being translated.

This article takes up a phrase of the last Biblical book, Revelation 2:17: I will
also give each of them a white stone on which is written a new name that no one
knows except the one who receives it. (Good News Bible 1994), and shows in a
case study that the phrase to give a white stone to someone is clearly a wide
spread Ancient Greek idiom deriving from court practice and language with the
precise meaning to pass the verdict of not guilty.

In the early fifth century B.C. (4dischylos, Agamemnon 813-817) judges or
rather juries expressed their decisions by placing pebbles into two different
voting-urns, one for condemning, the other for acquitting votes, both jointly
covered by a funnel-shaped top, in order to ensure the secrecy and independence
of each vote. In the second half of the fifth century B.C. (Kratinos, Cheirones)
two different pebbles, white for not guilty and black for guilty were cast into one
special jug. Finally, in the second half of the fourth century B.C. (Aristotle,
Constitution of the Athenians 68) pebbles were not anymore used in court
decisions. Small bronze discs with tubes as central axles in two different
distinctive shapes served this purpose. The black pebble was replaced by a
bronze disc with a hollow tube and the white one by a disc with a filled tube.
Jurors covered with thumbs and pointing fingers the two ends of the tubes so
that no one could see, which vote they were about to cast, but every one could
see that they were casting a vote and one vote only. In 321 B.C. the democratic
constitution of Athens and thus also the courts with juries were abolished. From

then on most likely pebbles or bronze discs were not anymore in use for making
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decisions. But Greek authors of later times (Dionysios, Philo, Plutarchus,
Josephus, Lucianus, Cassius Dio, Klement) still use the phrase to give a pebble
as an idiom meaning fo pass a verdict. Thus the phrase fo give someone a
(white) pebble survived as an idiomatic expression in the Greek language until
today.

The bronze discs were inscribed with the words WH®OXZ AHMOZXIA
(Pebble of the People), which express that ultimately the Athenian people cast
the decision (as does the modern phrase In the Name of the People). Thus the
inscription shows that the bronze disc was called a pebble inspite of being from
bronze metal and that the inscription refers to the the authority in whose name a
dicision is taken.

The phrase Lapfdvelv yneov (literally: to receive a pebble) is also a
coined idiom and does not refer to the person being accused and judged but to
the juror, who receives the pebble, in order to pass a verdict either of guilty or of
not guilty.

Revelation 2:17b therefore may rather be translated like this: In the name of a
new authority 1 will declare him not guilty. Apart from him who passes the

verdict no one knows this authority.
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