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<Abstract>

Singing a Foreign Song at Home: Analogy from Psalm 137

Dr. Anastasia Boniface-Malle
(UBS Africa Area Translation Consultant)

Drawing upon Psalm 137, in which Israel lamented because of the senseless
of singing the Lord’s song in exile, the writer turns the question around, from
her African context: How can we sing the Lord’s song at home? How can
Africans sing the Lord’s song in Christian circles that discourage lamentation,
especially when the church is encircled by death and dissymmetry? The way
forward, the writer suggests, is to revive the spirit of lamentation in Africa and
all over. This paper is intended for special audience, particularly in the context
of suffering and poverty in Africa.

Psalm 137 like many Lament genre in the OT is one of the texts that is hard to
translate and interpret. The Psalm’s imprecatory language and curses have added
more problems to the already difficult Lament language of the OT. Psalm 137
embodies twisting of genre and literary conventions, metonyms of compressions
and other special patterns that defy even the Lament genre as a whole. However,
careful reading and interpretation reveal that this Psalm can be used as a
language of and/for those who in one way or another cannot sing “the Songs of
Zion” for the moment! In our attempt to find appropriate texts to be used for
special audiences, in the context of suffering and poverty in Africa, the lament
genre need to be understood, used and relived as prayers of “revolution” and
peaceful protest. Psalm 137 like many Lament Psalms, defies the theology of
quietism and refuge in self piety.
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