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<Abstract>

Feature of Korean Sign Language and
Practice of the Sign Language Bible Translation

Prof. Young-Hoe Ahn

(Korea Nazarene University)

There was a story of Martha’s Vineyard (an island located in the south of
Boston in the U.S.) from 17th century to the beginning of the 20th century in the
United States. Unlike most Deaf’s experiences in the modern society, the Deaf
in Martha’s Vineyard did not consider themselves as handicapped or isolated
group of people, rather wholly integrated into the island’s society’s politics *
culture * jobs * churches - social life * leisure.

In the island, both hearing people (a person who hear and speak) and Deaf
people had grown by using sign language and this specific sociolinguistic
adaptation means that there was any hindrance in communication between the
hearing and the Deaf.

All people lived in the island were able to communicate by sign language and
the Deaf had been wholly integrated into the society for around two hundred
years while the hearing used multi language, English and sign language. Then,
how it would be possible to let Deaf who can neither hear nor speak believe in
good new of Jesus and have joy of God? How could pass on such sweet,
profundity, and grace of God’s words to Deaf under environment without any
hindrance of communication? The Deaf, who neither hear nor speak, uses sign
language to praise God, and the language is prepared by God specially for the
Deaf. While various types of handicapped people gather and talk, a Deaf, herself
often feel isolated since she can not hear and not even understand what they talk
about.

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” - Rome
10:17. However, for the Deaf “faith cometh by seeing, and speaking with hands
by the Word of God.”

Deaf neither hear nor give a word because they do not hear and speak. For that

reason, Deaf are the most difficult handicapped for evangelization. Due to such
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difficulty, evangelization for Deaf are behind that of for blind. Churches in
Korea have had concern over Deaf, yet still the word of God has not opened to
the Deaf in Korea. In order to make Deaf to understand bible, the bible has to be
translated into sign language as soon as possible and, thus, open up a path for
Deaf to believe in God.





