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KJV

Thou shalt not bring the hire of a whore, or the price of a dog, into the
house of the LORD thy God for any vow: for even both these are
abomination unto the LORD thy God.

NAS

You shall not bring the hire of a harlot or the wages of a dog into the
house of the LORD your God for any votive offering, for both of these
are an abomination to the LORD your God.

NIV

You must not bring the earnings of a female prostitute or of a male
prostitute into the house of the LORD your God to pay any vow, because
the LORD your God detests them both.

RSV

You shall not bring the hire of a harlot, or the wages of a dog, into the
house of the LORD your God in payment for any vow; for both of these
are an abomination to the LORD your God.

NRS

You shall not bring the fee of a prostitute or the wages of a male
prostitute into the house of the LORD your God in payment for any vow,
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for both of these are abhorrent to the LORD your God.

NIB

You must not bring the wages of a prostitute or the earnings of a 'dog’
to the house of Yahweh your God, whatever vow you may have made:
both are detestable to Yahweh your God.

JPS

Thou shalt not bring the hire of a harlot, or the price of a dog, into the
house of the LORD thy God for any vow; for even both these are an
abomination unto the LORD thy God.

TNK

You shall not bring the fee of a whore or the pay of a dog into the
house of the LORD your God in fulfillment of any vow, for both are
abhorrent to the LORD your God.

NLT

Do not bring to the house of the LORD your God any offering from the
earnings of a prostitute, whether a man or a woman, for both are

detestable to the LORD your God.

MT 25> )
Eie=s M, AH S N 22 A a5
B o ZE2MA T3 W=
47 | BEANA 2713 HE
KIJV, JPS a dog the price
o] NAS, RSV a dog the wages
ol TNK a dog the pay
;7;' NIV, NLT a male prostitute2) the earnings
©’o NRS a male prostitute the wages
NIB a'dog' the earnings

255 e A ol ST AT 4 1R B9 Bt Lof ik B2
A JAEL HE2(m) & F2 Ldg ATty T2 2502 HIsta
Sict. ol HJ@; 78S E A2 7} & E@S(wage, pay, earning) 2
g T A2 A5 52 dFoldt HolA A oE vt
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2) NLT9] 4%, 9v]+= ‘amale prostltute o} B oo cz2U(mny ke B v E F2HA] 7]
B I ‘prostitute’9} ‘a man’S £ 5}4] “a prostitute, whether a man or a woman’ 2.2 ¥ 93} 1
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3.1, & oiZF(a male prostitute) == =N AJZHa male sacred
prostitute) / M|2|Z&H(a male cult prostitute)2| A=
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4) J. H. Tigay, The JPS Torah Commentary.: Deuteronomy (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publishing
Society, 1996), 216.

5) Ibid.

6) Ibid., 481.
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8) R. E. Clements, “The Book of Deuteronomy”, The New Interpreter's Bible: A Commentary in
Twelve Volume, vol. 2 (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998), 462.

9) Ibid.

10) Ibid.

11) J. Day, “Does the Old Testament Refer to Sacred Prostitution and Did it Actually Exist in
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1982), 123-131.
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20) Ibid., 317, n. 4.
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Christian Studies 66 (2009), 10-13.
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23) Ibid., 386-397.

24) Ibid.
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W}

27) L. E. Stager, “Why Were Hundreds of Dogs Buried at Ashkelon?” Biblical Archaeology
Review 17:3 (1991), 27-42. =3 P. J. King®} L. E. Stager®] T Al Life in Biblical Israel
(Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2001), 118-119% X2},

28) Ibid., 33.
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(1960), 423-427.
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<Abstract>

A Proposal on Translation and Interpretation of 255 =°r» in
Deuteronomy 23:19

Dr. Seong Hyuk Hong
(Seoul Theological University)

This study is basically intended to render a proposal on the translation of 252
= in Deuteronomy 23:19 (Kor. 23:18). Although various Korean and English
translators have offered different translations, they are classified mainly into two
kinds. One translates the phrase as ‘the price of a dog’, the other as ‘the pay or
wages of a male prostitute’. As we see here, 9' can be translated as either
‘price’ or ‘wages’. As far as 25> is concerned, it is rendered as either ‘dog’ or
‘male prostitute’. We have two core issues with reference to the translation of
25> =, The major issue is, on the one hand, concerned with choosing
between the literal sense of 25> and its metaphorical sense. On the other hand,
the second issue is a matter of selecting between two literal senses of ='mm.

This twofold conflict likewise appears in a scholarly debate on its translation.
Their opinions about the translation and interpretation of 252 vary a lot.
Nevertheless, we can categorize them in three different ways. The first group of
scholars see 255 as either male prostitute or male sacred (cultic) prostitute. This
view depends heavily upon the relationship with ™W9> and WP in
Deuteronomy 23:18. They (Clements and Day) believe that there is evidence for
acts of sacred prostitution within the Israelite cult. They even see them as having
religious significance. As 25> is apparently equivalent to WP, which as the
masculine form of MW7 shows a close connection to sacred prostitution, they
argue that it points to a male sacred prostitute. However, this view has been
rejected by many recent scholars who believe there is no reliable evidence for
the existence of sacred prostitution.

Secondly, O. Margalith and B. Peckham see 35> as a temple functionary.
Margalith considers 255 to be the epithet of a temple servant, paying attention to
the pairing phrase slave-dog. In a little different way, B. Peckam, refering to a
fifth-century Phoenician inscription form Kition regards 25> as one of temple
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servants in animal disguise who were involved in temple ceremonies as singers
and dancers.

Thirdly, scholars such as Goodfriend and Stager believe that 25> literally
refers to a dog. Goodfriend, in spite of his emphasis on its plain sense, appears
to rely mainly on its metaphorical meaning, i.e., a dog as a priest in the
non-Yahwistic cult, a strong term of opprobrium in ancient Israel. However,
Stager understands 25> in its literal sense and associates 25> with the
Canaanite healing cult on the basis of his discovery of hundreds of carefully
buried dog carcasses at Ashkelon. He suggests that dogs representing the
Canaanite healing god participated in the healing cult and were paid a sum for
services rendered. Later the money was given to the attendants of dogs.

In the course of analyzing the three different views of 253, we realize the key
notion that 253 is very likely related to the heterodox, non-Yahwistic cult. More
specifically, the present writer believes that it points to the ordinary participants
in the heterodox foreign cult. While =2 and WP in Deuteronomy 23:18 refer
to the heterodox priest or servants (1Ki 15:11; 22:47; 2Ki 23:7), 25> refers to
the general people who were engaged in the foreign cult. This is corroborated by
the interpretation of M7 in its metaphorical sense, which in the Old Testament
refers to Israel’s faithlessness toward Yahweh and worship of other gods. The
Deuteronomic author’s concern for exclusive allegiance to worship Yahweh
alone agrees with this interpretation. The author probably thought that such
religious conduct is the absolute way to keep the boundaries of Israel’s national
identity.

With the preceding word = m2, which primarily means ‘equivalent value’ or
‘price in exchange for’ but could also mean ‘money’ (Pro 17:16), the present
writer proposes that 25> should be translated as ‘the money of a dog-like
person’ in a opprobrious sense. While 255 refers to ordinary participants in the
heterodox cult, it is just an interpretation of 25> as a metaphor. In order to
enliven the evocative power of the metaphorical expression in Korean, it is
necessary to translate it as ‘a dog-like person’.
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