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<Abstract>
A Cultural Historical Study of Worship and Rituals in Hebrews and
Revelation of The Complete New Testament in Korean (1911)

Prof. Ky-Chun So
(Presbyterian College and Theological Seminary)

The Complete New Testament in Korean published in 1911 was the first
Scripture by the British and Foreign Bible Society Korean Agency, which
established a committee for Bible translation and had three volumes of the Old
Testament and one volume of the New Testament translated into Korean. This
paper focused on studying some cultural historical heritages of early Korean
churches based on the New Testament, specifically through the books of
Hebrews and Revelation. Despite the publication of Ross's translation, the
Complete New Testament in Korean is highly recognized as a cultural and
historical heritage because it was the first Korean translation of the Bible by the
Korean Bible Society. This paper studied some agricultural heritages and
cultures involving marriage, Chinese characters, military, and nature in order to
study ancestral worship and rituals of Hebrews and Revelation in various ways
in which early Korean churches experienced all over the life styles and many
church members of them deeply sympathized due to they are speaking in
Korean. This paper also studied records of early Korean churches helping to lead
many Koreans accept the Complete New Testament in Korean without any
negative feeling. Since then, Koreans live together as a race, and established the
foundation of Christianity in Korea in order to reach a biblical world view.
Finally, this paper studied some areas contributed by the Complete New
Testament in Korean to increasing the number of house churches because it was
interested in uniquely Korean feelings, and was theologically expressed in ways
that would be more closely perceived by the Korean people.
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