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<Abstract>

TopanA oD 6eod by Paul?: A syntactic and semantic Study on Gal 6:16

Dr. Eung-Bong Lee
(Seoul Theological University)

This study deals with the text of Galatians 6:16, which has some difficulties in
syntax. On the one hand, it has to do with the question, whether Paul is
pronouncing a single blessing either on a single group of people, or on two
separate groups, and also with the question, whether Paul is pronouncing a
blessing of peace on the first group, and a prayer for mercy on the second. It has,
on the other hand, to do with the question in relation with the identity of the
phrase, Topan tod 6eod.

This verse reads mostly as either “and for as many as will walk in line with
this rule, peace be upon them and (even) mercy and (even) upon the Israel of
God” or “and for as many as will walk in line with this rule, peace be upon
them, and mercy be even upon the Israel of God”. In both cases, the problem of
the identity of “the Israel of God” is not solved. It is identified either as the
Jewish Christians or as the church or as the real unbelieving Jews.

Here 1 will try to translate this verse from another perspective. From the old
reading of this verse, man can easily find that there is no provider of benediction
in Gal. 6:16, but Paul shows us always in the benediction either theological or
christological provider of the benediction. From this perspective, I can read this
verse as follows: “and for as many as will walk in line with this rule, peace of
God be upon them, and mercy of God be even upon the Israel”. This perspective
shows us two new understandings in relation to this verse. First is that the
genetive at the last position of this verse is combined directly not with the
foregoing word ““IopanA”, but with the word “elpnvn”. Secondly, there is no
concept like “TopanA oD 6eod in the Pauline thought, which is only a concept
created by the scholars.
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