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<Abstract>
A New Translation of Jeremiah 1:18

Dr. Sang-kee Kim
(Jeonju University)

Here is dealt with the question, whether the metaphor in Jeremiah 1:18 can be
otherwise comprehended. That is unexceptionally associated with the prophet
Jeremiah himself regardless of how the preposition lamed belonging to it is
interpreted. But this leads, in my estimation, to a discrepancy between
Jeremiah's images: strong and invincible one and feeble and dependent one (v.
19). Jeremiah as the former is considered to be able to supercede the broken city
Jerusalem and her temple, whereas he as the latter must rely on God’s only
promise to be with and save him.

When this discordance is caused by connecting the metaphor in question with
the prophet Jeremiah, another possibility can be found in defining it as
apposition to the subsequently referred ruling classes of the kingdom of Judah.
This can be backed up by semantic, intertextual and structural investigation of
Jeremiah 1:13-19 and its relating other texts. Then Jeremiah 1:18 is to be

translated as follows:

“Now behold, I have set you today

against a fortified city and against a pillar of iron and against walls of bronze
upon the whole land, (that is,)

against the kings of Judah, against its princes, against its priests and against
the people of the land.”
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