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<Abstract>

Some Characteristics of the Translation of Genesis 1-4 in “Crusade
(1937-1938)” by Rev. Kim Jae-Joon

Prof. Hwan Jin Yi
(Methodist Theological University)

Reverend Kim Jae-Joon, one of the founding members of Hanshin University,
translated the Book of Genesis (chapters one through four) into Korean from the
Hebrew original in the years of 1937 and 1938. His translation was published
four times in a row in a Korean journal called “The Crusade”, which is named
Ship-Jah-Goon(4 A, 1-747) in Korean. It was distributed in Yong-Jung (&
A, BEJF) which is located in the north-eastern part of Manchuria, China. In
those years he served as a junior high school teacher there. At the same time he
was working as the chief editor of the periodical mentioned above. Some
characteristics of his translation can be summarized as follows:

(1) His translation of Genesis, though partly translated, is easy to read
compared to the Korean Revised Version, which was released in the same year
or s0.

(2) It seems to be the first Korean translation of the Bible that adopts
“Yah-weh” instead of “Jehovah” or “Yehowah”, which is publically accepted by
the Korean Protestant Church.

(3) He tried to deliver the Hebrew pun in Genesis 2:23(“"ish” and “'isha”) with
transliteration because translating them cannot deliver its impact.

(4) The Hebrew Masorectic text is rendered as literally as possible. For
example, Genesis 2:4b in original Hebrew reads: “In the day Yahweh God
created earth and heaven.” The word order of the sentence is held in his
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translation. The most important thing is that the Hebrew “’adam” is thoroughly
translated as “human” in Genesis chapter 2, contrary to other Korean translations
such as the Old Version and Revised Version.

(5) Hebrew idioms are translated into natural Korean. Genesis 4:5 reads “and
it was kindled to Cain”, while it is read in Korean, “Cain was very angry” or so.

(6) The scholarly finding from textual criticism is reflected in his translation.
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For example, the Massorectic Genesis 4:8 does not have “Let us go out to field.”
But old translations such as the Old Latin version, the Syriac translation like
Peshitta, and the recension of the Samaritan Pentateuch do. This explanation is
added to his translation in parenthesis.

(7) The most updated scholarly opinion concerning Genesis 1:1 is reflected in
his translation. It is taken as a circumstantial phrase so that he reads it as
follows: “In the beginning when God created heaven and earth.”

(8) Faithful transliteration of proper nouns to original Hebrew appears here
and there. Compared to the Old Version in Korean (1911), his translation shows
closer affinity to the original pronunciation.

(9) Nevertheless, it seems that his translation of Genesis follows the Old
Version in Korean (1911), more specifically in its ending style.

(10) Korean orthography of his time those days frequently appears in his
Genesis translation. Such examples are “Bae-ahm” (8l &) for “Baem” (%, snake)
and “Ahn-hae”(QF3l) for “Ah-nae”(¢F, wife).

(11) It has proper expressions used in the north-eastern part of Korean
peninsula at the time.
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