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31) Hans Wildberger, Isaiah 1-12, 310-311.
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35) Shmuel Vargon, “Isaiah 7:17-25: Prophecy of Rebuke or Consolation?”, 111; G. B. Gray, The
Book of Isaiah I-XXVI, ICC (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1956), 136-141; E. J. Kissane, The Book
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<Abstract>

An Inquiry into Translational Issues of Isaiah 7:1-25

Prof. Hae Kwon Kim
(Soongsil University)

The twofold purposes of the present article are first to discuss several
translational issues Isaiah 7 through an exegetical inquiry into it and then to
offer a new translation of the present chapter, which can be summed up in a
sentence: “You shall not stand firm, if you do not believe.” Isaiah 7 deals with
the vital impact of faith in God intervening in human affairs on real political
decisions, which runs through the entire book of Isaiah. The prophet Isaiah
challenges King Ahaz to trust in the Lord and stay firm even in the face of
military threats of the Syro-Ephramite coalition against herself and instead
absolutely trust in God’s unconditional commitment as promised in the Davidic
covenant (2 Sam 7:12-16).

However, King Ahaz and the House of David seriously oscillated between
trust in God and trust in a powerful foreign nation like Assyria or Egypt. Isaiah 7
illustrates how badly faith in a living God affects the real political decision of a
nation and its aftermaths. Isaiah 7 chronicles the two historic failures of the
House of David in a salvific intervention of Yahweh God of Israel on behalf of
Israel: the Syro-Ephraimite crisis(B.C. 735-732) and the B.C. 701 Assyrian
crisis.

While Isaiah urged both King Ahaz and King Hezekiah to trust God alone, the
House of Judah failed to trust in the intervention of God in the two crises and
instead relied on powerless idols such as foreign powers and spirits of dead
ancestors. Nonetheless, Isaiah 7 emphasizes that the human infidelity of Judah to
the divine covenant of God to the House of David could not nullify Yahweh’s
zeal for the House of David.

In closing the translation and exegesis of Isaiah 7 offered above has offered
some new translations of several key verses in Isaiah 7 such as v. 3 and v. 14,

whose nuances have been overlooked.
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