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obAlte] dlAA-AAPEE] ookl SAdtE A(198)2 T
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e IR b

16) o]oll &3l A4+= James A. Montgomery, 4 Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Books of
Kings, Henry Snyder Gehman, ed., ICC (New York: Scribner, 1951), 310; John A. Emerton,
“New Light on Israelite Religion: The Implications from Kuntillet ‘Ajrud”, ZAW 94 (1982),
16; Edward Lipinski, “The Goddess ’Atirat in Ancient Arabia, in Babylon and in Ugarit”, OLP
3 (1972), 114; Saul Olyan, Asherah and the Cult of Yahweh, 8-= E.2}.

17) William L. Reed, The Asherah in the Old Testament (Fort Worth: Texas Christian University,
1949), 55. 2l = th gt ¥k © 2 = Saul Olyan, Asherah and the Cult of Yahweh, 8 n. 23-& 1.
2.

18) Steve A. Wiggins, Reassessment of ‘Asherah’, 111.

19) Judith M. Hadley, Culit of Asherah, 66.

20) Ibid.
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2.5, 7|5t 23:4-7

21) Ziony Zevit, The Religions of Ancient Israel: A Synthesis of Parallactic Approaches (London:
Continuum, 2001), 652.

22) Mark S. Smith, Early History of God, 128.

23) John Day, Yahweh and the Gods, 43-44.
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24) John Day, Yahweh and the Gods, 43. T=3F Steve A. Wiggins, Reassessment of ‘Asherah’, 119
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25) Othmar Keel and Christoph Uehlinger, Gods, Goddesses, and Images of God, 229-230.
26) John Day, Yahweh and the Gods, 43.
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27) =8¢} vlo) o) el 2l th3}. Judith M. Hadley, Cult of Asherah, 625 R.E}.

28) & €9, Paul Kiparsky, “Analogy”, International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, vol. 1
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992), 56-60= X.2}.

29) o|ZAth, Susan Ackerman, Under Every Green Tree: Popular Religion in Sixth-Century Judah
HSM 46 (Atlanta: Scholars, 1992), 66; Patrick D. Miller, “The Absence of the Goddess in
Israelite Religion”, HAR 10 (1986), 2462 X g},
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<Abstract>

Asherah Pole or Goddess Asherah?:
The Translation of 717UX in Korean Bibles

Dr. Dong-Hyuk Kim
(Methodist Theological University)

Regarding the Hebrew word mmwix and its Korean translations, the present
article argues the following. First, while the Hebrew word mwx, which occurs 40
times in the Hebrew Bible, means either the Canaanite mother-god Asherah or
the sacred pole that was venerated as part of the Yahwistic religion, the Korean
translations of this word are not clear in distinguishing the two meanings, and
most of them give the reader an impression that they denote the goddess. At
present, various expressions translate 1wz in Korean Bibles, but they should be
either ‘(the goddess) Asherah’ or ‘the asherah pole’ so that the Korean reader
may understand that there were two (and only two) different kinds of ‘Asherah’
in ancient Israel. Second, of the eight possible references to the goddess (Jdg
3:7; 1Ki 15:13 // 2Ch 15:16; 1Ki 18:19; 2Ki 21:7; 23:4-7[3x]), four are argued
to point clearly to the goddess (Jdg 3:7; 1Ki 15:13 // 2Ch 15:16; 1Ki 18:19),
whereas it is difficult to decide whether the other four (2Ki 21:7; 23:4-7[3x])
mean the goddess or the pole. Third, the use of the definite article with the name
‘Asherah’ was probably induced by the linguistic analogy with the foreign god
Baal. The Deuteronomist’s insistence on using the expression ‘the Asherah’ may
have been due to the fact that the cult of the asherah (the pole) was a persistent
challenge for his attempt to establish an orthodox Yahwism.
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