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5) Harold Bloom and D. Rosenberg, The Book of J (New York: Grove Press, 1990).
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NRSV:
“I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children,
yet your desire shall be for your husband,

and he shall rule over you.”

NJB:
“I shall give you intense pain in childbearing,
you will give birth to your children in pain.
Your yearning will be for your husband,

and he will dominate you.”
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Testament, M. E. J. Richardson, trans. (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2001), 864-865.
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20) # ol Y2 CEB(Common English Bible, 2011)+ “I will make your pregnancy very painful”
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21) Carol Meyers, Discovering Eve: Ancient Israelite Women in Context (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1988), 112-121.

22) Athalya Brenner, The Intercourse of Knowledge: On Gendering Desire and ‘Sexuality’ in the
Hebrew Bible (E. I. Brill, 1997), Ch. 4. B84+ o] B E 43T} B. Arensburg and A.
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24) Linda S. Schearing, “Parturition (childbirth), Pain, and Piety: Physicians and Genesis 3:16a”,
Cheryl A. Kirk-Duggan and Tina Pippin, eds., Mother Goose, Mother Jones, Mommie Dearest:
Biblical Mothers and Their Children (Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2009), 85-96.
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26) Grantly Dick Read, Childbirth without Fear: The Original Approach to Natural Childbirth, 5th
ed. (New York: Harper & Row, 1984); Schearing, “Parturition (childbirth), Pain, and Piety”,
93.

27) NKIV+= 5 3ol A KIVE] ‘in sorrow’(£& <N A)E ‘in pain’(LF &) S2 vl
e & £,

28) el EFE, el Ao A}, 98 9 (ke Bl =, 1996), 199-203; God and
the Rhetoric of Sexualzty (Philadelphia: Fortress), 1978.



FMZI 3:169 ME= dlidE HOMM / FHsl 19

9l 34 B} vttt T o Ao} YA Bire] BeEatgl, A
o B A9l Zo] WrhT FAkal Well Al ol |43 Har EFRe o
A AFE e Fo] Gl ol Aol A Wl W] Jbg Astths Fge B
o] §A gherha At watch shidel Welsl “U AFE woeen
ShAIAL, WA AN “Fo] U mBo] AFE W ol B}
A& Wolth, AT 7o)t DA E AFHAE er) AFE Wl

E a ﬂxﬂ 7] 3:165PHE & “Lﬂ G2 (qen) 7t o Sl AT 27 WE
A& Foltk 2 M3t E S A o|A BeF wiol AT B
o] BFolth AAtE w7t He Ao getstal, dakE FRlo] HE AL
2 et 7 A BT wZed 9 & Aol W FEBA(F 5,
35 A)7F AFFA AL AL 1A A A, Al 7E A A RETE29) B <) EA] o] o]
?%d_ ALl o 4] of A o] BA}A Q1 2] 91 & el Eetes Hl AHE-Sit i, ERE

2 ZA7] 3% oo & FAE T A ALS ol tigk HIP o2 ¢, HE AR

345 =hA o 2 ] E Zlo|th

]2 M =(Phyllis Bird)= FAMIE < A A ZA7] 1-3%-S THETH30 B
T A7) 1124780 o] W A X EH| ot} o] E Az et vl wE o 1%E
NA BE 3t F52 FFolu AEA FoiR on| A & Rt Hoj
Al FR1Folgta BEgTh 2y o] ARAlEAE FH e AESHE BAE
A 0 g o] ALS| A ol i ol s A= &5 HEo oshH
M 7] 2:43118-3:249] of A= AL EE AEAEH o g R
Y] A A &S B FET HEE o] F 4] BT P43 B o] ¢4
FA Aol gal A A gt 3n ey shud o] o £kl AL dAke) o zke] o
S AME A BA|, FEkA AA G T EUE2) HER EYEX Y A 7] 3%
N A Auf e} F&o] AT ot

ETEY 9} B0 oA AF 7 vfojoAx 2 AlY] Hujy2E
T 43t} vholoj A oA A7) 3: 16%“:&@54 AAZHRA w7
B2A 9 o] F4HE Bol dof A=A E AR 1t =
ot mlojojze QlAlo] FESQJAE B8t E4ke] 93 wiol ool

¢

4
il

i

29) ET &2 FAHIE S 7HA AL o WA op7trt o] F AL Aol BAIE B BEAAEAE
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30) Phyllis Bird, Missing Persons and Mistaken Identities: Women and Gender in Ancient Israel
(Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1997), 138, 144.

31) Ibid., 166.

32) Phyllis Bird, “Male and Female He Created Them: Gen. 1:27b in the Context of the Priestly
Account of Creation”, Harvard Theological Review (1981), 153.
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33) C. Meyers, Discovering Eve, 118.

34) Lyn Bechtel, “Interpretation of Genesis 2:4b-3:24”, A Feminist Companion to Genesis,
Athalya Brenner, ed. (Sheffield: Sheffield, 1993), 104.

35) Adrien Bledstein, “Are Women Cursed in Genesis 3:16?”, A Feminist Companion to Genesis,
Athalya Brenner, ed. (Sheffield: Sheffield, 1993), 141-145.
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36) V. Hamilton, The Book of Genesis, 202.
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<Abstract>
Her Irresistible Desire: A New Understanding and Translation of
Genesis 3:16

Dr. Yani Yoo
(Methodist Theological University)

This essay suggests a new Korean translation of Genesis 3:16. Traditional
understandings and translations of the verse were under the influence of the
Christian doctrine of sin and fall of the first woman and man, and judgements
upon them accordingly. In the Western culture, the verse was often used to
oppress women. Although Christianity came to Korea not as a culture but as a
religion, the verse has still contributed to oppression of church women.

This essay briefly surveys traditional understandings of the verse and then
introduces feminist interpretations and translations. It also deals with translation
problems related to the Hebrew text, and shows that various translations of the
verse are possible. Then it suggests that the reader in modern Korea requests a
new translation which can empower both women and men.

Our translation, “You shall work hard and conceive often. In pain you will
give birth. You long for your man and the longing will be overwhelming,” can
smoothly connect 3:16a and 3:16b, and get rid of the domination ideology. But
still, it carries the unavoidable connotation that the text reflects the narrator’s
patriarchal fantasy that the woman has more responsibility to maintain

population, and provide constant love.
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