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<Abstract>
Analysis of Dramatized Prophetic Discourses in the Book of Ezekiel

Yoo Hong Min
(Methodist Theological University)

This article aims to analyse a remarkable literary phenomenon in the book of
Ezekiel, that is, ‘dramatization’ of prophetic discourses, and to account for the
correlation of this phenomenon to the composition process of a prophetic book.
Prophetic discourse is a closed and well-rounded text unit which contains a
direct citation of Yahweh’s speech and was basically built on a common
structural formula. The dramatization is a literary activity through which a
non-narrative text is transformed into a narrative text.

In the book of Ezekiel, the dramatization of prophetic discourses was carried
out in two different contexts. The first is the biographical context of the
Ezekiel’s prophetic activity in which two dramatized prophetic discourses
12:1-16 and 24:15-24 were integrated. The second is the narrative context of
visions where the main purpose of the dramatization is to fit prophetic
discourses to the flow of the narrative. In the second case, the theological
principle lying behind combination of visions and prophetic discourses is
considered to be the analogical thinking which understands the relation between
heavenly and earthly events according to the schema ‘archetype-image’.

The analysis of the dramatized prophetic discourses indicates that the
dramatization should not be thought of as an original element, but rather as the
result of secondary editorial activities. It shows also that the editorial intention
of the dramatization goes beyond the context of an individual text unit, and is
related to the broader context of the whole book of Ezekiel. On the basis of these
results, it can be surmised that the dramatization was a part of the literary
activity which aimed to compose a well-designed prophetic book based on
Ezekiel’s prophetic traditions.
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