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<Abstract>
Chinese Classics in the Book of Proverbs
of the Chinese Delegates’ Version(1854)
Hwan-Jin Yi
(Methodist Theological University)

The Delegates’ Version of the Chinese Bible had heavily influenced not only
the later Chinese Bible versions but also the Japanese and Korean Bible
translations. It is true especially in terms of their wordings and expressions.
Therefore, The Chinese Delegates’ Version can be said to be the matrix of East
Asian Bibles.

In addition to this, the Delegates’ Version shows unique characteristics when
we think of the history of Bible translation in Asia. Because it has a lot of direct
quotations from Chinese classics such as the Works of Mencius, the Doctrine of
Mean, and the Book of Odes, etc. For example, Proverbs 4:22 and 7:4 have %3
kM (quan-quéan-fa-ying), which comes from the Doctrine of Mean. Proverbs
27:27 also borrows the expression like 47 #R (chud-rdn-ydu-yt) from the
Works of Mencius. Furthermore, two expressions from the Book of Odes are
quoted in Proverbs 9:2 (5% % Jif;, si-yan-shé-xi) and Proverbs 20:1 (5 HMy,
zai-hdo-zai-ndo).

Unlike these quotations from the Chinese classics, Proverbs 23:31 adds € &
#3 (dang-zhi-fou) to the Chinese translation. This expression is a quotation of &
M 75 (dang-qi-zhi-fou) from the Book of Odes with the word, & (qf) omitted.
In Proverbs 30:19, &£ 7€ /& K (ying-fei-li-tian) is quoted from the Book of Odes
too after slight alteration of 57/ K (yuan-fei-li-tian).

As such, the Delegates’ Version of the Chinese Bible on the one hand quotes
some expressions directly from the Chinese classics (Prov. 9:1, 20:1, 23:31,
27:27). On the other hand, it borrows some expressions from the Chinese
classics and makes slight alterations (Prov. 22:22, 23:23, 30:19). What is more,
some expressions from the Chinese classics are added to the translated text
(Prov. 4:22, 7:4).

It seems that the Chinese Delegates’ Version tried to have an inter-cultural
dialogue with the Chinese classics through the utilization of the translation
technique mentioned above. It presumably results to enrich readings of the Bible
in Asian cultural soil. Therefore, we can learn an Asian way of reading the Bible
from the Delegates’ Version of the Chinese Bible.
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