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<Abstract>

Book Review — Die Menschen der Bibel: Ein illustriertes Lexikon
der Heiligen Schrift
(Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2014)

Donghyun Park

(a retired professor at Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary)

This Book can be regarded as an adapted translation of Who is Who in the
Bible? An Illustrated Biographical Dictionary(The Reader’s Digest Association,
1994) which contains more than 500 biographical articles on men/women, gods,
and angels in the Bible including the apocryphal books. The German translation,
omitting 41 articles from the English original, has gained a new clothing
particularly by changing most of about 200 illustrating materials(oilpaintings,
aquarelles, frescos, altarpieces, pictures in the books, icon images, carpet
pictures, wood engravings, copperplate engravings, enamel paintings, mosaics,
and so on) with better ones.

Each article of the lexicon consists of the name of the person treated, the
transliteration of his/her name in the original language(s), explaining the
meaning of his/her name, evaluating of the person in the biblical traditon,
summarizing the biblical stories about him/her sometimes with useful
informations not only on the historical, geographical, and cultural backgrounds,
but also on the history of interpretation, influence, and reception.

This illustrated biographical dictionary seems to be edited for the ordinary
people who are interested in the life of men/women in the Bible. Throughout the
whole book the biblical texts are retold on the basis of well-balanced exegetical
and theological interpretations so easily and vividly that readers could feel as if
they were hearing a storyteller recounting 400 individual stories of life. A great
advantage from this book lies in the abundant illustrated materials, which can
afford readers to take a glance at the history of Western Biblical Art. Other
extra-biblical materials help them to understand the biblical stories on wider
dimensions. Pastors and teachers can make good use of them.

Some mistakes need to be corrected. For example, in the Article on Paul the
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First Epistle to the Thessalonians is falsely said to be the first written book of
the Old(!) Testament(p. 315). Moreover, it would be better if the articles on the
gods and angels could be gathered and put at the end of the book as appendices.

In any case, the German Bible Society has succeeded in notably upgrading of
a book originally published in a somewhat old fashion for the modern people.
Now readers can understand better than before how God has been using various
kinds of people to fulfill his own will in the human history.
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