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41) Konrad Schmid, “The Emergence and Disappearance of the Separation Between the
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Primary History (Tampa: University of South Florida Press, 1993), 89.
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Eerdmans Publishing, 1998), 494.



A

-
o
0x
O\J
r40
Ho
e
-
>
w
hy
o

2oy 9= Al Ao A3 Ho| sttt o 2akd HA e g o]~
gt Aol Aoz AAS Fmd Zola, fuls Sk A E Bl #
G A=AE] AHAY 222 Fzkoy F5A % 4 HAdE A

_4

3 Zlol], At 17 Q1% AE AL 48R Ael A A % 7] 3
BE 712 21Tk o] 9} el 3 o] F-2 3D FA% I T o] & apol A of

D
T opz19] Aol AAehE HhE BHEtth IAS 2 fth o] A&
Tl 97he] x| &o|th, 18Tk o S of7le] Muto] HIT A] FAH A o 2w}
o3| A Ferh Aol A &N = o T okl o] A H Tkl shAI R of
2 o] ol lom o F4E 7 gl e ¢ =
sjv)std ol Fxo] AL tle AEA0] Yles &
FE Uk 28y A 5okl 957 2k HALe] Ao R
gt Aol AT A2 DA o Fopzl e AR WSt vk 2o
ol oty B & ¢A7F HEH A o2 Hojo 3t} AR o T okl
z éhﬂi FEiell A dilEe] FEAE ok MANA Hde e 1
GOl A ES &3t Aot SR @A o] EE A o 5 ofz] «IA}EE
J+ A OVJ% Fdata sk 22 H1Ad doltk. ohut A o g
= Atgjoll okl @3t s A g o= TSl Gz A&
Ol t /ﬂﬂa FAE &AL fFoHe] v E dojFE e AT

AGAA B T $F3 B S| AR5 25% 27308 4
Toh B2 s Folsigheh. 1 ste] vl Al oke] 89 (EetE), 3)
MiAe] AR E), “LFC] 7% RBA(TERL) “Fujol A HloraE
B2 (31 9), “frElsh HotaEeke] 71 UH M) 5 e Ash S0l AN
Ho] 9Than -2l o] ZoRl Bavt wl Ao} 3RS BEB A0 1

45) Jon D. Levenson, “The Last Four Verses in Kings”, 360.
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<Abstract>

Cirisis of Discontinuity vs Hope of Continuity:
Canonical Position of 2 Kings 25:27-30

Chang Joo Kim
(Hanshin University)

This essay attempts to explore theological significance in the final verses of 2
Kings. The Jehioachin’s episode is mentioned just like an epilogue in the last
stage at the compositive edition of Enneateuch (Genesis through Kings). It is,
first of all, necessary that 2 Kings 25:27-30 should be analyzed historically and
exegetically. I suggest that the final 4 verses imply canonical position of the
present formation of the Hebrew Bible through Jehoiachin’s release.

The appearance of Jehoiachin and Evil-merodach in this episode shares a
couple of common points with each other. Both of them, as a legitimate line of
decent, ruled their own country shortly, but were estimated as a failure. For the
Deuteronomic historian, Jehoiachin was indeed evil in the sight of the Lord (2
Kings 24:9). If so, how did he come to the conclusive part of the Primary
History? The fact that Jehoiachin was restored by Evil-merodach of the
Babylonian Emperor implies a positive message for the following reasons. First,
Jehoiachin’s episode, as a model for Diaspora Novelle, reflected an open ending
or positive closing of the Judaic way of canonical editing even in a hopeless
time. Second, I try to propose that the use of an imperfect verb in the short
paragraph can reach a climax in the whole chapter 25. From then on, Jehoiachin
as a Davidic line will be restored and reign the Judah community.

Meanwhile when Enneateuch draws a conclusion as the Primary History, the
Deuteronomist devised theological and rhetorical device, which is namely a
dialect between discontinuity and continuity of the Kingdom of Judah. For
Jehoiachin, though being a loser and a captive in Babylon, he could become a
clue of a positive sign in the critical moment of Judah. Accordingly, by
positioning Jehoiachin in the final step of Enneateuch, Deuteronomist could read
into the possible continuity of Israel/Judah. Thus, Enneateuch could form a

narrational structure of a long history from the beginning of the world to the last
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scene of Judah. If Genesis 2-3 reflects the Babylon exile of Israel, and the Book
of Genesis is a prologue of the Primary History, the technique that closes the
Enneateuch with the appearance of Jehoiachin is applicable to “an intelligible
end”, that keeps not only theological consistence but also optimistic expectation

from him.
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