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<Abstract>

Book Review — La Bible Expliquée
(Villiers-le-Bel, Société biblique francaise - Bibli'O, 2004)

Sun-Jong Kim
(Honam Theological University and Seminary)

This paper reviews La Bible Expliquée(the Explained Bible) published in
2004 by the French Bible Society, presents the commentaries of this Bible, and
analyzes its pros and cons.

To achieve this aim, we will use the following processes. First, by
considering the foreword of La Bible Expliquée, we will try to grasp its purpose
and orientation with its theological features. Second, in order to understand the
theological position of this Bible, we will compare it with ZeBible published in
2011 by the same bible society.

La Bible Expliquée is an international and interdenominational Bible in that
the French Bible Society and the Canadian Bible Society have cooperated, and
that Protestants, Catholics, and Evangelicals have worked together. This
explication Bible tries to give the explanation of the difficult passages in the
Bible to the readers with little theological education. That is why this Bible uses
easy and evident terms that all can read and understand. Its commentaries do not
arouse thorny theological controversies. When certain biblical passages conflict
with present ideas, La Bible Expliquée tends to explain them positively by
emphasizing their historical contexts and vindicating the Bible's qualification as
a canon. In this regard, we can evaluate that this Bible is more moderate and
conservative than ZeBible. La Bible Expliquée was made in order to overcome
the limits of the preceding study bibles. While the Life Application Study Bible
is fundamentalistic and La Bible des Communautés Chrétiennes has much
anti-semitic tendencies, La Bible Expliquée seeks to avoid dogmatic and
spiritual interpretations, and takes out the theological meanings in the light of
the Holy Spirit. The reader who wants to get biblical answers to real-life
problems may be helped by ZeBible.

There is a deep gap between the Bible written in the ancient times and the
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present Bible readers in the aspects of time, geography, language, and ideas,
therefore requiring the Bible to be explained. However it is impossible to make a
perfect and unique explication Bible because the readers are situated in different
contexts from one another. Hence, diverse explication Bibles are needed for

various objectives and directions.
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