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<Abstract>

Motifs of Confinement and Dumbness in the Book of Ezekiel

Yoo Hong Min
(Methodist Theological University)

In this study, motifs of confinement and dumbness in Ezekiel 3:22-27 were
analysed in order to understand their meaning, and to investigate their structural
role in the macro context of the book of Ezekiel. First of all, 3:22-27 and
4:1-5:17 together form an independent, well-closed text unit, in which they are
combined as introduction and development. This text unit was intended to
supplement and to extend the first calling vision (1:4-3:15). Regarding the
confinement motif, if Ezekiel’s confinement in his house is interpreted as a
symbolic action for the siege of Jerusalem, then its meaning fits to the context at
most. Two text passages, 12:1-16 and 24:15-27, in which Ezekiel himself (or his
wife) and his house are used as symbols for residents in Jerusalem and the city
Jerusalem respectively, and verses 8:1; 14:1; and 20:1, which imply Ezekiel’s
confinement, attest that the confinement motif plays a structural role of
determining the story in the macro context of the book. In all probability, the
dumbness motif (3:26-27; 33:21-22) is an editorial element, which was secondly
added to the confinement motif. The dumbness symbolizes that the final
judgement of God on Jerusalem is decided and can never be cancelled, so that it
is prohibited for the prophet to warn and to admonish the people of Israel about
the judgement of God. The confinement and the dumbness motifs are combined
to a motif complex, which plays a structural role to divide the entire book into
an era of retribution and an era of new hope for restoration. Finally the motif
complex provides a way, through which an element of restoration can be
incorporated into the calling vision (1:4-3:15), which is strongly coined with the
perspective of calamity. Therefore the calling vision is extended to encompass

the horizon of restoration.
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