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<Abstract>

Review of German Bible Society’s One-Year Bibles and
Suggestions for Korean Edition Development

Eun-Geol Lyu
(Hoseo University)

The purpose of this article is to review Bibles designed for one-year reading
recently published in Germany, and to make suggestions for preparing such
Bibles for Korean readers in the future. Each of the four versions reviewed has
its own strong and weak points. Jahresbibel, based upon Luther’s translation,
has a distinctive order of texts that lists Psalms first, and then texts from the Old
and New Testaments. But it does not provide readers with any expository
comment. Leuchtfeuer, Kompass Bibel, and Die neue gute Nachricht fiir dich, on
the other hand, add informative introductions to the text of Gute Nachricht in
heutigem Deutsch, helping us read through the Bible and grasp their profound
meaning.

Korean Christians have shown so far little interest in Bibles for such reading
purpose. But reading through the Bible has much more importance than one
might think, for we can find a fundamental hermeneutical principle, according to
which we should not try to justify our thoughts on the basis of the Bible, but
rather let the text speak to us and have influence on our lives.

If we are going to provide such Bibles, we need to note that it is advisable to
make various versions of one-year reading Bible, depending upon readers’ needs
first. We then need to adopt readable texts such as ‘New Hangeul Translation’

which is presently being prepared, in order to facilitate a better understanding.
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