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<Abstract>

God's Holy Nation in His Design:Ezekiel 37:15-28

Young Bok Park
(Seoul Bible Graduate School of Theology)

After the introduction of a series of actions in:Iba-17b, God commands
Ezekiel to perform a curious symbolic action (3&1®c) and prophesy its
implied meaning (37:21a-28c) before the eyes ofklEfs contemporary
audience (‘the children of your people’ in 37:188pd’s expectation that they
will be asking questions concerning the meanin@l8a-e is located in a
central position in the text, and functions as steting point for the following
prophecies, thus binding them together into thelevdscourse.

In terms of participants, however, when one peesihe fact that the implied
meaning has nothing to do with Ezekiel's contempoeudience but with ‘the
children of Israel' (37:21c), which is a reference God’s real people in the
future (cf. 37:23d-25e and 37:27b-c), one has kovesy God intends them to
watch the curious symbolic action, to listen to thepeful message for the
future, and to hear what the implications of thegms will be. In light of this
detail, God’'s eleven actions to ‘the children ofaid’ (37:21c-28c) in the
message need to be dealt with.

In the message of hope, the fact that unity is llggted throughout the
discourse is obvious. The rootx ‘one’ occurs eleven times in the discourse,
and each of these occurrences signify one natianstmall not be divided, and
that shall be reigned over by one shepherd. Whed tius imply for the unity of
this prophecy? In God’s eleven activities, the nagon of the children of Israel
will be established in the future on the mountahssrael, and will never be in
contact with any defilement again (37:21c-23c). Ga@grvant David as the only
shepherd will rule over them, and they will obse@ed’s ordinances and
statutes (37:23d-24e). All of these actions willlntnate into an eternal
covenant and the establishment of God's sanctuatlyeir midst forever. The
text concludes that God sanctifies Israel and that nations will know it
(37:27a-28c). In short, all of God’s activities aahone future holy nation. The
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holy nation in God’s design is going to be estdiddsby the Lord himself as the
sanctified Israel in the sight of the nations, actording to any desires for
restoration or plans to repent that Israel itsafhinhave.





