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Erklirt. Der Kommentar zur Ziircher Bibel
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Ziirich: Theologischer Verlag Ziirich, 2011)
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<Abstact>
Book Review - Erklirt. Der Kommentar zur Ziircher Bibel
(Konrad Schmid and Matthias Krieg, eds.,
Ziirich: Theologischer Verlag Ziirich, 2011)

Donghyun Park, Sang-Won Lee
(Retired Professor of the Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary,

Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary)

In this article, we will introduce Erkldrt. Der Kommentar zur Ziircher Bibel. It
is one of the four companion books entitled ‘bibel(plus)’ published with Ziircher
Bibel (revised in 2007). In so doing, we will think over how Korean churches
and Christians could use this kind of study Bible for their own purposes. First of
all, we will survey a short history about the translation and revisions of Ziircher
Bibel and briefly explain the nature and characteristics of the four volumes of
the bibel(plus). Thereafter, we will look into Der Kommentar zur Ziircher Bibel
in detail.

This study Bible with expositions alongside the text of Ziircher Bibel 2007
was published in three volumes: two volumes of the Old Testament and one
volume of the New Testament. It is composed of three parts. The first part is the
introduction, which is included in volume 1. It introduces Ziircher Bibel 2007
and four volumes of the bibel(plus), and explains the significance of this study
Bible among the bibel(plus). The second part is the texts of the Old and New
Testaments and expositions on them, which are found throughout three volumes.
The last part is the appendix, which includes the glossary, a catalogue of essays
(located in the expositions’ section), and the list of authors of expositions, etc.

The expositions on each text of the Bible begin with a short introduction of
the book as a whole, which includes the name of the book, date of writing, place
of writing, author, literary characteristics, and theology of the book. Then it
succinctly summarizes its contents and starts commenting on the text. The
section of Lauftext presents Ziircher Bibel 2007 pericope by pericope. It
continues to explain meanings of the text. The section of Rand provides further
information on other biblical passages, essays, books and media related to the
text in question. Lastly comes the author of the expositions. Biblical and
theological explanations do not hesitate to communicate fruits of recent biblical
scholarship with its ordinary readers. In particular, it informs readers of the
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formation process of the texts that has been discussed among scholars.

These pieces of information may help readers to recognize and understand the
history of Bible interpretation in a fresh way. We can also find out expositions
of the texts and explanations of biblical terms which would be found in other
study Bibles. The abundant up-to-date contents of this study Bible is its merit.
On the other hand, the academic level of expositions and expressions is uneven,
which might be unavoidable in a cooperative work of many different authors.
There might be contents that are not easy for Korean ministers, seminarians, and
lay persons to accept and digest. But there are also many Korean Christians who
meticulously read the Bible verse by verse. The Korean translation of this study
Bible would bring great joy to the latter group of Christians, helping them to
better understand the Bible in a deeper level.





