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<Abstract>
A Study on Verbs Related to Seeing
in the Paragraph of the Blind Man of Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-26)

Chan Woong Park
(Mokwon University)

The purpose of this study is to consider the meaning of the paragraph in Mark
8:22-26. This study covers the following contents. First, in the discussion on
seeing-related verbs, we will look at the meaning of three verbs (Groprénw,
SLaPrémw, EuPAETw) in various ways. Second, it deals with the subject of
interpreting the text in relation to the Messianic secret theory. Third, we proceed
with further discussion on the meaning of verse 25. We analyze here that
eupArétw is used as an imperfect tense: its object is uniquely referred to as all
things (&movtw), and that the blind man of Bethsaida is made perfect by using a
special vocabulary of tnAavy®d¢ and dmokadiotavw. Fourth, the text discusses the
relevance of the context of the Marcan community. In other words, through
sociological interpretation of the text, it can be assumed that the blind man is set
as a symbolic figure of the Marcan community.

This paragraph is an important scene in the structure of Mark’s Gospel, and
the unique scene of the two-stage healing casts an important meaning. This blind
man is described as a person who starts from a state of total ignorance
(misunderstanding) and reaches a complete understanding through incomplete
understanding. It is not only to distinguish the stages of faith from the universal
level, but rather to the actual context of the Marcan community. Since the blind
man is set as a model that is clearly comparable to the disciples, this can be seen
as suggesting that the Marcan community is in a competitive situation with
another existing group, which is supposed to be the twelve disciples. As for the
aspect of translation, avepiénw of Mark 8:24 is to be translated as re-open the
eyes, quprétw of Mark 8:25 as be able to see clearly, and dmokadiotavelg as
become perfect. In the case of Acts 22:13 where qropAiénw is used twice, it

seems appropriate to translate the same as re-open the eyes or restore sight.



