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<Abstract>
Book Review — As the Romans Did:

A Sourcebook in Roman Social History
(Jo-Ann Shelton, 2nd ed., New York; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998)

Jaecheon Cho

(Torch Trinity Graduate University)

Jo-Ann Shelton’s As the Romans Did is a collection of primary evidence to
the political, economic, and social lives of ordinary Roman people. It contains
473 translations of selections from texts, papyri, and inscriptions concerning
fifteen broad general areas of Roman life and society. Chapters are about the
structure of Roman society, families, marriage, housing and city life, domestic
and personal concerns, education, occupations, slaves, freedmen and
freedwomen, government and politics, Roman army, the provinces, women in
Roman society, leisure and entertainment, and religion and philosophy. Each
chapter consists of translations and general commentary. Shelton’s selection and
treatment of the primary material is tailored for students who do not necessarily
have facilities for Greek and Latin texts. The breadth, albeit shallow, of primary
texts is one of the major qualities of this book. Translation is clear and easily
comprehensible, maybe overly so, but the target readers of this book would
appreciate it. Shelton’s commentary is generally interesting and brief, a quality
both advantageous and disadvantageous. This book serves a wide readership
including students of the Bible for the direct relevance of the subjects at hand to

the historical milieux in which the Bible was written.



